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Challenges 
and Solutions 

in Gender 
Minority 

Research

• Defining and measuring gender identity

• Sensitivity

• Limited options may deter 

participation

• Demonstrates understanding of SGM 

population

• Research rigor

• Too many choices limit analysis

• Confusing for partcipants



• Inclusive of all identities
• Free text option

• Avoids false positives from 
cisgender respondents who do 
not understand the question. 

• Two-step design minimizes error 
and is preferable to single 
question measures.

Committee on National Statistics based on the report Measuring Sex, Gender Identity, and Sexual 
Orientation (2022). The study was sponsored by 19 offices in the National Institutes of Health.



• Fear of stigma, mistreatment 
Disclosure and privacy concerns

• Sampling
• Small sample size

• Nonprobability sampling
• All data are important

• Biospecimen collection can be 
uncomfortable or painful
• Self sample when possible 
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Gender-Affirming Vaginoplasty

National Transgender Discrimination Survey, 2018



Objective

• In cisgender women, vaginal 
dysbiosis increases risk of HIV 
acquisition. How this impacts risk 
in transgender women is 
unknown

• Characterize the 
microenvironment of the 
neovagina is crucial to 
understanding HIV risk in 
transgender women after 
gender-affirming vaginoplasty
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