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Preface 

 

 

It is a quarter of a century - 25 years - after HIV was first officially identified. Yet many aspects of this virus and the disease that 

ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ 

 

We all know that better tools to treat and prevent HIV are still desperately needed or have to be made more widely available. We 

know ǘƘŀǘ 9!¢DΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ihро ƛǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ 9!¢D ƛǎ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΥ ŀ ƳŜǊŜ 

teenager still. Over these nearly two decades since we began our journey we have accomplished a lot together. But our task is far 

froƳ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎƳǳƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

 

There are millions of people still in need of antiretroviral therapy, too many people are still dying from the disease, and many of 

them live in our countries and in the regions that we have chosen to focus upon. Our biggest challenge is to stay flexible enough to 

adapt to the ever-changing world around us. New challenges will arise as our partners and stakeholders change around us. We may 

consider ourselves unique and the number one patient organization on HIV treatment in Europe, but are we delivering enough on 

the promise of our mission statement? 

 

We are working hard to remain and even increase the leading community advocate and treatment educators group in Europe. This 

activity report shows the many activities that have contributed to this role. 

 

(Wim Vandevelde at the GA 2008) 
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As the EATG has its General Assembly in May (with elections for BOD and other elected positions), this 2008 activity report covers 

the activities that took place from January ς May 2008, but also the period after the new elections with a new Board of directors 

(from May 2008 ς December 2008).  

 

The activities of this year were reported at the General Assembly of 2008 (Vienna) and 2009 (Brussels). 
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EATG Informing the S cience 

 

The European Community Advisory Board (ECAB) 

ECAB meetings are regular meetings between civil society and 

pharmaceutical companies. Six times a year a group of around 

25 patients meets together with pharmaceutical companies in 

order to discuss new 

products (in development), 

trials design and follow-up, 

access to treatment, etc. 

ECAB has over 80 members 

from approximately 27 

countries. 

 

ECAB in 2008 

In 2008, six ECAB meetings 

took place. Twelve 

companies were invited. Four new companies were 

approached.  Linked to the meetings, different trainings and 

lectures were organised on e.g.:  

- Global Campaign on Microbicides and International 
Partnership on Microbicides 

- NEAT (the European AIDS Treatment Network) 
- The German Competence Network 
- Status of research and product development regarding 

genotypic/phenotypic algorithms to predict tropism 

The group also reviewed ten clinical trial protocols and 

informed consent forms from different pharmaceutical 

companies and attended three advisory / investigators 

meetings organized by the industry on specific protocols and 

trials. 

There was one special ECAB on preventive HIV-vaccines 

(January 2008), addressing scientific and advocacy issues after 

the ΨSTEP trialΩ failure.  

  Access to  - and quality of  - treatment and the standard of care are the predominant and core 

concerns , including new prevention technologies, access to harm reduction for injecting drug 

users, and access to reproductive technologies.  
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The ECAB portfolio on hepatitis was also reinstituted and a 

detailed workplan has been made available to members.  

ECAB members were involved in various organisations and 

activities related to ECAB work: 

¶ European Medicines Agency (EMEA) activities  

Ĕ ECAB members provided comments on EMEA 

Guideline on clinical evaluation of direct acting 

antiviral agents intended for treatment of chronic 

hepatitis C (HCV) 

Ĕ ECAB is also present within: 

o tŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ tŀǊǘȅ 

(PCWP); 

o Paediatric Committee (PDCO) 

¶ ECAB collaborates also within : 

o Forum for Collaborative HIV Reasearch; 

o International AIDS Society (IAS); 

o Stop TB Partnership; 

¶ ECAB members were represented in the organising 

Committees of major conferences (eg. EACS2009). 

 

 

 

Projects & Networks 

The EATG is part of different networks that allow us to have an 

influence on the agenda setting of these networks.  

 

Collaborative Forum for AIDS Research 

(EATG representative: David Haerry) 

¶ EATG is member of the Executive Committee 

¶ 9!¢D ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ΨwŜ-thinking the 

Design of Clinical Trials for the Development of New 

ARVs for Treatment Experienced and Treatment Naïve 

tŀǘƛŜƴǘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ  

¶ EATG submitted the following proposal for specific 

activities:  

o CCR5 workshop 

o Follow up workshop on biomedical prevention 

o Biomarker update 

o HCV and other co-infections workshop / training 

(TB, HPV) 

 
EMEA ς Patient & Consumer Working Party 
(Nikos Dedes, co-chair of the PCWP; David Haerry, 

representative of the PCWP) 
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¢ƘŜ tŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ tŀǊǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

to provide recommendations to the EMEA and its human 

scientific committees on all matters of interest to patients in 

relation to medicinal products. 

 

In addition to the formal PCWP meetings, the EMEA is inviting 

working party members or member organisations to send 

their delegates to other meetings where patient organisation 

presence is desired.  

In this respect, EATG organised the following events: 

¶ Review of document training (January 2008) 

¶ Drug Information Agency, European Conference 
Presentations and panelists 

¶ Scientific Advisory Group on HIV/Viral Diseases  
(SAG-HIV/Viral diseases) 
=> 1 meeting attended (HIV guideline) 
=> Comments on preventive vaccine development 
submitted 
(EATG is not a formal member of the SAG, but is 
consulted on ad-hoc basis) 

¶ Ad hoc consultations on DHCP communication 

 

 

The EUROPRISE network of excellence 

o Network of Excellence (NoE) project funded by the 
European Commission (EC) under FP6 

o /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΥ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
London 

o EC contribution to Europrise in total over 5 years: 
мрΦлллΦлллϵ 

o EATG is represented in the Steering Committee and 
involved in workpackages 7 (Translational clinical 
activities) and WP9 (Dissemination and advocacy) 

o Planned budget for EATG over (2009-нлммύΥ мллΦлллϵ 

Europrise background 
information 

The principal aim of this project 
is to bring together EU scientists 
from the microbicide and 
vaccine fields to embrace a co-
ordinated approach to HIV-1 
infection prevention research. 
Partners in the EUROPRISE 
consortium represent 13 
projects funded by the 
European Commission from the 
sixth Framework Programme as 
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well as four projects funded by the Gates Foundation. These 
projects involve 132 institutions from 22 countries.  

In 2008, EATG has been active in 2 workpackages:  

WP7 ς Translational clinical activities  

The objectives of this workpackage are: 

1) To develop and publish a web-based toolkit to support 
HIV microbicide and vaccine trials by researchers in the 
European Research Arena. 

2) To identify translational activities from WPs3-6 that can 
be developed and taken through the regulatory process 
as a prototype. 

 

In 2008 we did: 

¶ Participate at the International Partnership for 
Microbicides (IPM) phase III design consultations  

¶ Participate in pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and new 
preventive technologies (NPT) advisory panels (CROI 
2008) 

¶ Ethics & trial protocol guidance, informed consent  
¶ Organise an ECAB meeting discussing scientific and 

advocacy issues after the STEP trial failure.  
 
WP8 ς Training  

In 2008 we did provide patient community input to PhD 

training programme (4 speakers/presenters). 

WP9 ς Dissemination and advocacy  

The objectives of this workpackage are: 

1) To create a knowledge base covering HIV prevention 
activities at the European and international level. 

2) To create a credible voice for European HIV prevention 
research and development (R&D). Selected 
representatives of this network will participate in 
national, European and  international advocacy efforts 
in order to increase the critical mass and visibility of HIV 
prevention R&D. 

 

The EATG was involved via: 

¶ The continuation of EATG internal Europrise task force  

¶ The organisation of the EATG/ECAB preventive vaccine 
science meeting, Brussels January 18-20, 2008 

 

ECRIN 

(Nikos Dedes, member of ECRIN advisory group) 
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ECRIN is the pan-European Infrastructure for clinical trials 
providing high-quality services to multinational clinical 
research. It is funded by DG Research under the 7th 
Framework and its current application started on February 
нллуΦ Lǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 
bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩΦ 9!¢D ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΦ hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
2008, Nikos Dedes attended the ECRIN advisory board 
meeting. 

 

NEAT 

× Partners/Funder 

o Network of Excellence (NoE) project from the European 
Commission (EC) 

o Lead partner = Instituto Superiore di Sanita - 
Dipartimento del Farmaco, Italy 

o EC contribution to NEAT in total over 5 years:  

12 500 лллϵ 

o EATG is Partner Number 36 and is in charge of Work 
tŀŎƪŀƎŜ р ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ǘƘƛŎǎέ 

o Planned budget for WP5 over the 5 years period:  

сом ртсϵ 

NEAT background information: 

NEAT is the European AIDS Treatment Network. One of the 

major objectives of NEAT, besides working on integration of 

European Clinical Research and on Education and Training 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ άǇŀƴ-9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴέ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΦ  

Two scientific themes were identified as a priority to become 

the focus of NEAT clinical studies:  

 1) Treatment of antiretroviral naïve persons 

 2) Treatment of HIV/HCV co-infection 

 

Overall objectives of EATG involvement in NEAT: 

To develop strategic methods and tools to better involve the 

European community of PLWHA in all processes related to the 

HIV/AIDS clinical research carried out in Europe 

 

In 2008 the EATG was involved in: 

- The development of the research concepts of the two 

Clinical Trials (Neat 001 & Neat 002) that are the main 

foreseen deliverables of NEAT.  

For both trials, Community representatives were invited to be 

part of the drafting of the protocols and a permanent 
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Community representative 

of EATG was nominated in 

each Trial Development 

Team (TDTs) to represent 

the interests of the 

patients. Both of them 

acted as a liaison between 

the clinical researchers, 

the ECAB (European 

Community Advisory 

Board), EATG and 

numerous national CABs 

(Community Advisory 

Boards). 

The protocols were presented at meetings of the ECAB in April 

and June 2008 in Brussels, and at specific meetings between 

National CABs, ECAB and TDTs in April and August. Specific 

request and recommendations on the Clinical Endpoints, the 

inclusion and exclusion criteria and sub-studies were put 

forward on behalf of the Community of People living with 

HIV/AIDS (PLWHA), and included in the final version of the 

protocol. 

- The fundraising for NEAT Clinical Trials from the 

pharmaceutical industry 

¶ Several meetings with pharmaceutical companies (Merck, 
Tibotec & Gilead) and the NEAT Steering Committee (where 
an EATG Community representative is present) were 
organized in order to perform fundraising funds for the 
implementation of the two clinical trials NEAT 001 & NEAT 
002. Commitments from the pharmaceutical industry have 
been received. 

 

Participation at conferences 

¶ World AIDS Conference ς Mexico 2008 

The EATG organized a satellite symposium that was organized 

at the World AIDS Conference in Mexico (2008) on the Swiss 

guidelines. 

 

¶ EACS 2009 Steering Committee 

EATG has been invited to send a representative on the 

Steering Committee of the 12th European AIDS Clinical Society 

conference (EACS) that will take place in Cologne in November 

2009. Our representative started the preparation of that 

meeting in 2008. The invitation allowed EATG to propose 

events to the program. EATG will also organize a small 

symposium at the EACS conference. 

 



 

 

EATG Shaping the Policy  

 

The Policy Working Group (PWG) 

Chairs: Nikos Dedes and François Wasserfallen (Ϟ)   

The work of the PWG covers the following portfolios:   
   

¶ Access to Treatment and Care  

¶ Pricing / Pharmacoeconomics / Health Technology 
Assessments (HTAs), Free Trade Agreements, 
Intellectual Property  

¶ Surveillance and Epidemiology  

¶ Sexual reproductive rights and health of PLWH 

¶ Research and community  

¶ Drug safety / patient safety / risk communication 

¶ Testing policies / prevention / positive prevention 

¶ Information to patients and health literacy  
 

¶ New preventive technologies  
¶ Human rights, stigma, travel restrictions, criminalisation 
¶ Most at risk groups   
¶ Drug policies  
¶ Migrants and ethnic minorities  
¶ Central, South-Eastern and Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia  
 

The PWG currently counts 25 members. The group met 3 

times in 2008. In January 2008, a Policy Advisor joined the 

9!¢D ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 9!¢DΩǎ Ǉolicy work. The PWG ƛǎ 9!¢DΩǎ 

main advocacy body.  

 

Main achievements  

In 2008, EATG was instrumental in the constitution an 

important European initiative on HIV early diagnosis and early 

  Influencing HIV/AIDS policies at a European level by tackling: Access to Treatment and Care Pricing 

(Pharmacoeconomics); Trade and Intellectual Property ; Surveillance and epidemiology ; Sexual and 

Reproductive Rights and Health ; Research and Community ; Drug / Patient safety ; Positive Prevention ; 

Human rights, Stigma, Trave l Restrictions and Criminalisation ; Information to Patients; New Preventive 

Technologies ; Vulnerable populations within Central, South -Eastern and Eastern Europe and Central Asia  

http://www.eatg.org/eatg/About-us/bWFpbHRvOm5pa29zLmRlZGVzQGVhdGcub3Jn
http://www.eatg.org/eatg/About-us/bWFpbHRvOnRhbWFzLmJlcmVjemt5QGVhdGcub3Jn
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care: building on the momentum that had ensued during the 

HIV in Europe 2007 conference in Brussels, the HIV initiative 

ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ 

from the conference. In the end of 2008, EATG took on the 

political secretariat of the initiative. 

For more information on the initiative see: 

http://www.hiveurope.eu/ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t²DΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

initiative consisted in working with members of the European 

Parliament on HIV early diagnosis and early care.  

During a Roundtable at the European Parliament hosted by 

Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) in September 

2008, key messages for a resolution were discussed together 

with Commissioner for Health Androulla Vassiliou and an 

interdisciplinary group of experts including representatives of 

the HIV community, the European Centre 

for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

and the HIV in Europe initiative.    

The EP Joint Resolution was adopted in by 

the European Parliament in Nov 2008 - 

with the strongest level of European 

Parliamentary support for action in the 

history of HIV/AIDS.  

In particular during the French Presidency, the PWG continued 

its advocacy work to lift travel restrictions for people living 

with HIV face around the world. Under the auspices of the 

French Presidency, a high-level roundtable on travel 

ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ Ψ/ŀƭl for a European 

response to remove HIV specific travel restrictions in Europe 

ōȅ нлмлΩ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9¦ IL±κ!L5{ /ƛǾƛƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ CƻǊǳƳΦ 

Furthermore, EATG members were instrumental in 

republishing the Global survey on HIV-specific travel 

restrictions, jointly with the International AIDS Society (IAS)  

and Deutsche AIDS-Hilfe (DAH).  

For more information, see www.hivtravel.org. 

¢ƘŜ t²D ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ 9!¢DΩǎ 

position on HIV prevention and HIV testing position papers. 

The EATG joined forces with the National UK Trust (NAT) and 

Aids Action Europe (AAE) in a NAT led 

campaign calling on the European Union 

to prohibit discrimination against people 

living with HIV.   

   

European Fora  

EATG seeks to contribute to better policy 

making at national levels and 
 

http://www.hivtravel.org/
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international level, in particular the European level. EATG 

members ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ 9!¢DΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

high-level EU fora and networks:  

¶ The 9a9! tŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ Party 

¶ The EU HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum (CSF) 

EATG co-chairs the EU HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum 
(CSF), an informal advisory body to the European 
Commision and holds its  secretariat together with AIDS 
Action Europe (AAE). The CSF meets two times a year. 

¶ The EU Pharmaceutical Forum Working Group on 
Information to Patients 

¶ European Health Policy Forum 
 

Conferences and meetings 

9!¢D ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 9!¢DΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘΦ CƛƴŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀ 
selection of key conferences, workshops and meetings 
organised or attended, mostly with invited EATG speakers: 

¶ ECDC Expert meeting: HIV testing in Europe: from policies 
to effectiveness, Stockholm, 21-22 January 2008  

¶ The EFGCP Annual Conference 2008: Safety In clinical Trials 
ς Are We in Jeopardy?, Brussels, 29-30 January 2008 

¶ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ όL!thύ 

General Meeting 2008, Patient Centred Health Care, 
Budapest, 20-22 February 2008 

¶ EuroHealthNet/IUHPE ς Implementing the new EU Health 
Strategy, Brussels, 13 March 2008     

¶ EMRC - Strategic Workshop Categories and Design of 
Clinical Trials,  Strasbourg, 31 March 2008 

¶ EU HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum, Brussels 08-09 April 2008 

¶ EU HIV/AIDS Think Tank, Brussels, 09-10 April 2008 

¶ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ CƻǊǳƳ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
Literacy, Brussels, 8-9 April 2008 

¶ EECCAAC, Moscow, 3-5 May 2008 

¶ EU Health Policy Forum, Brussels, 30 May 3008 

¶ International Harm Reduction Conference, Barcelona, 11-
15 May 2008 

¶ PGEU Lunchtime debate at the European Parliament on 
άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜs in 
9ǳǊƻǇŜΚέΣ Brussels, 13 May 2008 

¶ WHO consultation on HIV and other STIs among men 
having sex with men (MSM), Bled, 26-27 May 2008 

¶ EATG workshop at the World AIDS Conference, Community 
Action for Increased Access in Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, Mexico City, August 2008 

¶ European Parliament Roundtable Discussion - How to 
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combat the rise of HIV infections in the EU, Brussels, 16 
Sept 2008 

¶ Health and Consumer Intergroup of the European 
Parliament Hearing, ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōŜ ƛƴ 
cross-border healthcare?, Brussels, 16 Oct 2008 

¶ EU HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum, Brussels, 3-4 Nov 2008 

¶ International conference of the Bundeszentrale für 
gesundheitliche Aufklärung and WHO/Regional Office for 
Europe: How do we know what works? Strengthening 
Quality Assurance in HIV/AIDS prevention in Europe, 
Berlin, 22-24 Oct 2008 

¶ Ninth International Congress on Drug Therapy in HIV 
Infection, Glasgow, 9-13 Nov 2008 

¶ EATG Community Session at the Ninth International 
Congress on Drug Therapy in HIV Infection, Glasgow, 11 
Nov 2008 

¶ DG Research, International conference on poverty-related 
diseases, Brussels, Nov 13-14 2008 

¶ HAI Europe Open Seminar: Clinical Trials on Trial, Berlin, 21 
Nov 2008 

¶ HIV European Diagnosis Summit 2008, Paris, 21 Nov 2008 

¶ Party of European Socialists (PES) Council, Fringe Meeting 
Ψ¢ƘŜ CƛƎƘǘ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ IL±κ!L5{Υ hǳǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΩ, 
Madrid, 1 Dec 2008 

¶ Conference on the Impact on Clinical Research of European 
Legislation (ICREL), Brussels, 2 Dec 2008 

¶ EU Health Policy Forum, Brussels, 10 Dec 2008  

¶ Participation in several  UNAIDS Task Team meetings on 
HIV-related Travel Restrictions 

 

Advocacy work 

Together with its partners, the PWG advocated on numerous 
occasion pursuing its mission in sign-on campaigns and letters. 
Below find a selection i.e.: 

¶ EATG ς Review of compulsory licenses ς letter to the Thai 
minister of public health, 19 February 2008   

¶ EU HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum - Migration and HIV/AIDS: 
Community Recommendations ς Letters addressed to 
WHO 53 health ministers, 25 February 2008 

¶ EATG  ς Travel Restrictions/UNGASS meeting ς letter to 
Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary General and Mr. Srgjan Kerim, 
President of the 62nd session of the UN General Assembly, 
6 March 2008 

¶ Joint open letter from 11 organisations to members of the 
ENVI Committee ς ΨLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ōȅ 
pharmaceutical companies: has the debate been 
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hijacked?, 31 March 2080  

¶ EU HIV/AID Civil Society Forum - Call for evidence based 
approach to drug use and HIV in Thailand ς Letter 
addressed to representatives of EU member states at 
UNAIDS PCB, 16 April 2008 

¶ Joint open letter from 18 organisations to the Health 
ministers of the Member States and to the Permanent 
Representatives of the Member States and to Directors of 
Member States Drug Regulatory Agencies, Members of the 
EP, European Commissioners Günther Verheugen and 
Androulla Vassiliou - ΨtŀǘƛŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΩ ōȅ 
pharmaceutical companies comes up against almost 
unanimous opposition from civil society, 5 June 2008 

¶ EATG ς letter to the President, the Prime Minister, Minister 
of Healthcare and Social Development and other authorities 
of the Russian Federation ς Treatment interruptions in 
Russia, 30 June 2008  

¶ EATG ς Open letter to the Macedonian government 
regarding the detention involuntary testing and charges 
brought against sex workers in Macedonia, 5 Dec  2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  



 

EATG Building Capacity 

 

The trainers group 

The EATG has a pool of dedicated trainers and a history over 

providing trainings ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ 9!¢DΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

activities is needs based and address the gaps in knowledge 

identifies via internal and external assessments. In 2008 we 

focused on identifying EATG position in the training field 

through:  

o External assessment: focusing on the training needs 
of PLWH and their supporters in Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia.  

o Internal assessment: members and staff needs 
regarding training on HIV related issues 

We need to further think about defining the monitoring and 

evaluation guidelines and processes for the trainings. We also 

need to find better ways to support the trainers in a more 

structured way: benchmark the skills, knowledge and 

ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎΩ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƎŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

development needs withƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎΩ ǇƻƻƭΦ  

We have applied to a European Grant (call 2008) to provide 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9!¢DΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ 9!¢D 

as one of the lead community organisations providing training 

and capacity development on treatment preparedness 

(treatment literacy and treatment advocacy) ς with a focus on 

reaching out to peer community organisations in Eastern 

Europe, as well as to provide training in other areas as 

appropriate. 

In 2008 the EATG provided support to the following trainings: 

o Vaccines Meeting* (EATG, Brussels, January 2008) 
o Seminar on pharmaceutical procurement, pricing and 

supply* (Open Society Institute, Kiev, March 2008) 
o Aids&Youth* (ARAS, Buckarest, June 2008) 
o HIV in South East Europe, Working for Progress* (HIV 

training and Resource initiative (HIVtri), Istanbul, 
September 2008) 

 

The EATG strives to empower HIV/AIDS advocates by setting up trainings, seminars, by 

supporting campaigns internationally and locally, by funding projects and by providing 

technical expertise.  
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The preparation of the trainings (logistics, participant 
selection) has been carried out effectively; the visibility of the 
activities was broad. 
 

EATG supporting community based 

advocates 

EATG supports community based advocates: 

¶ By funding projects and joining forces with peer 
organisations on issues such as HIV co-infection, substance 
use and harm reduction, discriminations of vulnerable 
groups (i.e. migrants, prisoners, sex workers, gays & 
lesbians, drug users, women and girls, young people, 
Human Rights).  

¶ By maintaining a constructive dialogue with the 
pharmaceutical industry, government agencies, scientific 
research bodies, and any influential body in the field of 
HIV/AIDS.  

¶ By developing training programmes on HIV treatment and 
advocacy destined primarily to support the Community 
advocates and partners organisations. See the training 
section (link).  

¶ By organizing conferences, seminars and training and 
providing speakers and contributing to other organisations' 

programmes (whether international scientific conferences, 
or seminars and trainings related to HIV/AIDS).  

¶ By providing funding for translation of Patient Education 
materials (see COPE publications in Eastern & Central 
European languages).  

Support to the community was given via: 

¶ Directorate General for Health and Consumer 

Protection of the European Commission  

¶ WeberShandwick/Gilead Educational Grant 

¶ Aids & Mobility Europe 

 

Aids&Mobility Europe 2007-2010 

The objective of the Aids&Mobility (A&M) project is to reduce 

HIV vulnerability of migrant and mobile populations in Europe 

and influence European and national policy making by: 

¶ Developing an innovative health education model for 

migrants and ethnic minorities. 

¶ Strengthening the existing network structures of HIV 

prevention among migrants.  

The EATG strives to empower HIV/AIDS  advocates by setting up trainings, seminars, by 

supporting campaigns internationally and locally, by funding projects and by providing 

technical expertise.  
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¶ Reactivating and expanding the network through: 

o Coordination of Master Toolkit Advisory 

Board 

o Representation of A&M at conferences, 

meetings, EC bodies, etc. 

For this purpose in the end of 2008 ŀ άaŀǎǘŜǊ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ 

.ƻŀǊŘέ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΦ The advisory board is composed by experts 

in the field of health and migration that will feed into the 

Master Toolkit and comment on training materials for the next 

three years. The first meeting will take place in February 2009. 

 

EATG lead projects 

Continuous Patient Education (COPE) 

× Partner/funding 

o 9!¢D ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ Ґ ϵот тлл 

o Group of collaborative partners  

The COPE project is a mechanism for providing funding to local 

and national NGOs for the translation and publication of 

treatment brochures. 

In 2008 COPE went through assessment as mechanism 

(process wise) and due to the need of a document assembling 

data on available written patient 

education materials in Eastern 

Europe. 

Therefore, the COPE assessment 

report launched in the end of 

2008 provides a detailed overview 

of the current needs regarding 

patient education material, 

streamlining the process and 

indicating what is most necessary.  

In addition to the needs assessment, COPE priorities were the 

completion of a thorough review of the COPE project and 

development of an action plan for the future of the project 

based on the findings to 

¶ Improve the current procedure for applicants 

¶ Increase efficiency of the COPE project 

¶ Increase the impact and effectiveness of the COPE 

project 

 

Key achievements 

COPE funded the translation and printing of 3 publications: 
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ά±ƛǊŀƭ [ƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ /5пέΣ нллтΣ тth Edition into Albanian (350 

copies)  

ά!ƴǘƛ IL± 5ǊǳƎǎέΣ нллуΣ фth Edition into Romanian (5000 

copies)  

άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ƴǘƛǊŜǘǊƻǾƛǊŀƭ /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅέΣ нллу ƛƴǘƻ 

Latvian (500 copies)  

COPE also funded the translation ƻŦ ά!ǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ 

{ƛŘŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎέ into Russian. 

From 2009 half of the COPE 

ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƻǇ-

ŘƻǿƴΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ όƛΦŜΦ Initiated by 

the COPE Coordinator, based 

on the findings of the country 

reviews) as well as fundraising 

for this goal. At the end of 

2009 a comprehensive review 

of the COPE project will be 

carried out and all changes 

made in 2008 will be 

evaluated. 

EATG aims to guarantee the continuously update of 

publications and their wide dissemination at local and national 

level. The sustainability and growth of the project would be 

guaranteed if EATG finds a donor for a period of several years. 

Monitoring of Pharmaceutical Supply in countries of 

Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Caucasus  

× Partners/funders 

o 9!¢D ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ Ґ ϵол ллл 

o Collaborative partners are EHRN (Lithuania), ECUO 
(Ukraine), FrontAIDS (Russia), Russian Union of PLHIV 
(Russian), ITPCru (Russia) 

Civil society and PLWHA groups are not adequately 

empowered to take a meaningful role in the pharmaceutical 

procurement process.  Civil society and PLWHA activists often 

lack adequate information on transparency standards and the 

degree to which national procedures live up to them; on 

pharmaceutical pricing issues; on pharmaceutical quality 

standards and the degree to which they are upheld by 

procurers...  

Through a training and workshop (March 5-7 2008, Kiev) 

regional groups were exposed to international and regional 

expertise in relevant issues and planned research on national 

pharmaceutical procurement and supply and reporting. 

Research was carried out in 7 countries (of the region ς Russia, 

 



 

20 

Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Moldova, Estonia, Ukraine, 

Kyrgyzstan).  

The final reports will serve to call attention to specific areas 

for improvement and making constructive suggestions.  They 

are or will be presented at the national level and in major 

regional and international events in 2008 ς EECAAC, UNGASS, 

WAC etc. 

 

Key achievements 

¶ 30 HIV activists received information on various aspects of 
pharmaceutical procurement and developed related 
monitoring and advocacy skills 

¶ A research instrument for gathering information on national 
pharmaceutical procurement and supply is developed. 

¶ Information on the state of pharmaceutical procurement 
including planning, purchase mechanisms, pricing, quality, 
as well as national funding levels in the 7 countries is 
compiled and preliminary results are presented at EECAAC.  

¶ Increased networking among HIV organisations, resulting in 
more effective and efficient utilization of resources. 

o OSI funds report on successful Estonia Advocacy 
Campaign for National Funding for AIDS program once 
the GFATM project there completed  

o OSI funds civil society monitoring report on Universal 
Access Targets  

 

AIDS Action Integration 

Besides the ARV4IDU activities, the EATG is part of the AIDS 

Action Integration (AAI) steering committee. We contributed 

to the programme of other AAI activities, such as the ΨAids & 

YouthΩ Conference in Romania, Bucharest, June 2008. At this 

meeting, 33 trained PLHA/IDU community representatives and 

professionals were trained, coming from 13 countries. A 

discussion paper was created on issues regarding access to 

!w¢ ŦƻǊ t[I!κL5¦Ωǎ. 

 

Living 2008 - Positive Leadership Summit ς Reclaiming 

the Advocacy  

× Partner/Funder 

o 2008 Aids Conference Coordinating Committee  

o Lead partner = Global Network of People living with 
HIV/AIDS, The Netherlands 
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International PLWHA Conferences have been regularly held in 

various locations around the world since 1986. In 2008 the 

conference took place in Mexico on 1-2 August. 

The ΨLiving with HIV PartnershipΩ received commitment from 

the AIDS 2008 Conference Coordinating Committee to support 

a two-Řŀȅ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά[L±LbD нллуέΦ [L±LbD 

нллу ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨǎǘŀƴŘ-aloƴŜΩ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǳƳƳƛǘ that was 

logistically and programmatically linked to AIDS 2008.  

There was a pre-consultation in Europe, focusing on 

Treatment Access, Positive Prevention, Criminalization, Sexual 

and Reproductive Rights and Women and most at-risk groups. 

There were also face-to-face focus groups to get additional 

feedback. Afterwards a final report on the topic was produced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EATG & its networks & partners 

 

To perform its activities and to reach its goals, the EATG works 

closely together with many different actors on the field.  This 

collaboration creates a broader support to our activities, but 

also a higher quality of the actions taken.  

This (non exhaustive) list shows some of our core networks & 

partners in the field: 

EU Institutions and Executive Agencies 

DG Sanco ς Health and Consumer Protection; DG Enterprise 

and Industry; DG Research; DG Trade; European Parliament; 

European Medicines Evaluation Agency (EMEA); European 

Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA); 

ECDC 

Other EU Platforms 

EU Health Policy Forum; HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum (CSF); 

Pharmaceutical Forum 

United Nations programs and organisations 

UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS ς a 

joint venture of the United Nations; World Health 

Organisation (WHO) - the directing and coordinating authority 

for health within the United Nations 

International Organisations 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM); International 

Harm Reduction Association (IHRA); International AIDS Society 

(IAS); International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) 

HIV/AIDS Organisations and Networks 

AIDS Action Europe; AIDES; AIDS Treatment Activists Coalition 

(ATAC); International Treatment Preparedness Coalition 

(ITPC); Global Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (GNP+); 

International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS 

(ICW); Eastern European & Central Asian Union of PLWH 

The EATG builds and sustains partnerships to support coordinated and comprehensive respons es 

to HIV/AIDS.  
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Organisations (ECUO); Global Campaign for Microbicides 

(GCM); International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI); AIDS 

Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC); HIV in Europe; NAM; 

Terrence Higgins Trust (THT) 

Public Health Networks 

European Public Health Alliance (EPHA); Concord; EU Civil 

Society Contact Group; International Harm Reduction 

Development Program (IHRD); Eurasian Harm Reduction 

Network (EHRN); Health Action international (HAI); Médecins 

Sans Frontières (MSF) 

EATG involvement via projects 

AIDS and Mobility Europe; AIDS Action Integration; European 

HIV Resistance Network; HIV/STI Prevention & Health 

Promotion among Migrant Sex Workers (TAMPEP); Health GAP  

(Global Access Project); European AIDS Treatment Network 

(NEAT); Europrise 

Other European organisations 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ CƻǊǳƳ ό9tCύ; International Alliance of 

Patient Organisations (IAPO); European Forum for Good 

Clinical Practice (EFGCP); European Federation of 

Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA); European 

Coalition of Positive People (ECPP); European AIDS Clinical 

Society (EACS); European Platform for patients Organisations, 

Science and Industry (EPPOSI) 

Other Organisations and Networks 

Platform for international Cooperation on Undocumented 

Migrants (PICUM); Open Society Institute (OSI); Human Rights 

Watch (HRW); Correlation European Network Social Inclusion 

and Health; The Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 

Malaria (GFTAM); Global Health Council ; Association 

Internationale de la Mutualité (AIM) ; 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊΩǎ 

Organisation (BEUC) ; Comité Permanent des Médecins 

Européens (CPME) ; ENDIPP 
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EATG working in transparency 

 

Working on HIV/AIDS  

The EATG is a signatory and active contributor of the 

constantly evolving "Renewing Our Voice - Code of Good 

Practice for NGOs Responding to HIV/AIDS".  

This Code sets out a number of Guiding Principles which apply 

a human rights approach to the range of HIV/AIDS-specific 

health, development and humanitarian work undertaken by 

NGOs responding to HIV/AIDS.  

These principles provide a common framework applicable to 

all NGOs engaged in responding to HIV/AIDS, and are 

embodied within good practice principles, which guide both 

how we work as NGOs and what we do.  

It also includes key resources such as tool kits and manuals 

that can assist in putting the principles into practice, and also 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ΨǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻƴΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻŘŜ and 

about implementation of the Code. 

 

Transparency  

The EATG is actively working on its transparency. In 2008 we 

increased our transparency e.g. by having statutes, financial 

information (budgets, financial reports), activity reports, work 

plan description published on the website. 

We are closely following and, in some instances, leading the 

development of transparency criteria for NGOs working on 

responding to the HIV epidemics. 

The EATG maintains a constructive dialogue with the pharmaceutical industry, government agencies, 

scientific research bodies, and any influential body in the field of HIV/AIDS.  

The EATG engages itself to be democratic and accountable, transparent and accessible to its members, 

people living with HIV, and their supporters and advocates; to r eflect in its membership the diversity of 

people living with HIV; to r espect the diversity of people regarding considerations such as religion, gender, 

sexual preference and lifestyle; to w ork to complement and collaborate with other relevant groups; to 

prioritise and regularly evaluate its activities ac cording to its objectives, cost effectiveness, and fairness.  

The EATG engages itself to be democratic and accountable, transparent and accessible to its 

members, people living with HIV, their supporters and advocates; to reflect in its membership the 

diversity of people livin g with HIV regarding religion, gender, sexual preference and lifestyle; to 

work to complement and collaborate with other relevant groups; to prioritise and regularly 

evaluate its activities according to its objectives, cost effectiveness, and fairness.  



 

EATG increasing its visibility  

 

Website 

Lƴ нллу ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9!¢DΩǎ 

work by creating: 

¶ A comprehensive overview of relevant information related 
to the EATG is on the website 

¶ A structure of the website that reflects the EATG work plan 

¶ Technical support that is responsive to the needs 

We also worked on more support to our own EATG members 

and their work by having an extranet.  

After a long period of planning, EATG has finally developed a 

very detailed website, which presents the work of the 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ άǊŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

achievements outlined and announced regularly. The 

homogeneity of the website and the quality control is 

something that needs to be addressed in the future, as a 

natural next step in the website development. The new 

website has been announced to a broad number of partners.  

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ άƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƻǊ 9ȄǘǊŀƴŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

to serve for internal exchange of information between 

members, as well as promote active participation, is in place. 

This tool is also going to promote the information exchange 

between different projects and working groups of the EATG, 

and facilitate a more effective work of these bodies. 

Our objectives for 2009 are to: 

¶ Maintain up-to-date information about the EATG and its 
activities on the website 
o Maintain and update the content 
o Establish the mechanism for revision and quality control 

¶ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9!¢DΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

o Produce and implement the protocol on transparency 

As a European patient -led advocacy organisation, the EATG has been at the forefront of the 

development of the civil society response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Europe for many years. It 

represents and defends the treatment -related interests of people living with HIV and AIDS.   
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¶ LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9!¢DΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ 

9!¢D άǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŀǊƪέ 

o 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ 9!¢D ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƭŀȅ ƻǳǘ όǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ƭƻƎƻΧύ 

o Align the website lay out with the newly produced EATG 

layout 

o Produce a set of core messages that describe EATG 

mission, vision and values 

o Ensure that EATG core messages are integrated in all 

communication 

material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



 

EATG in the media  

Press releases / statements / open letters  

In 2008 we did send out some press releases regarding 

scientific and policy issues. We also wrote open letters that 

were sent out as a press release and did make important 

statements.  

*  FEBRUARY 2008: EATGΩS RESPONSE TO THE EU COMMISSIONΩS 

άSTRATEGY TO BETTER PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH BY STRENGTHENING 

AND RATIONALISING EU PHARMACOVIGILANCE: PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

ON LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS (http://www.eatg.org/EU-
Consultation-Pharmacovigilance-February-2008) 

*  FEBRUARY 6: LETTER TO UN SECRETARY GENERAL CONCERNING US 

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS AND THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

FUNDAMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH PRINCIPLES - EATG URGES UN TO TAKE 

ACTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATORY US TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS IN PLACE 

FOR PLWHA 

*  FEBRUARY 19: OPEN LETTER TO THAI MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

MR.CHAIYA SASOMSAP IN SUPPORT OF COMPULSORY LICENSE POLICY  

*  MARCH 31: OPEN LETTER ON ΨINFORMATION TO PATIENTS BY 

PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIESΩ ς HAS THE DEBATE BEEN HIJACKED? 

*  AUGUST 01: OPEN LETTER ON ΨaEDICAL CARE FOR CHILDREN LIVING 

WITH HIV INFECTIONΩ ς BMS MUST START PRODUCING SUSTIVA® 

AGAIN 

*  NOVEMBER 09: JOINT OPEN LETTER TO COMMISSIONER VASSILIOU 

ON PHARMACEUTICAL PACKAGE - PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

INTERESTS WHEN DISCUSSING THE "PHARMACEUTICAL PACKAGEέ. 

 

 

  

As a European patient -led advocacy organisation, the EATG has been at the forefront of the 

development of the civil society response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Europe for many years. It 

represents and defends the treatment -related interests of people livi ng with HIV and AIDS.   

http://www.eatg.org/EU-Consultation-Pharmacovigilance-February-2008
http://www.eatg.org/EU-Consultation-Pharmacovigilance-February-2008


 

EATG explained in numbers  

 

   



 

  



 

 

EATG and its members 

 

The EATG Membership 

The EATG membership consists of individuals that are mainly 

active in their country of residence, in local Community-based 

organisations, Research Centres in Universities, Governmental 

Agencies and Public Services, Scientifically trained 

professionals from various health fields (MD, Pharmaceutics, 

Nurses, etc) and individuals involved in advocacy in 

international networks, institutions and organisations. 

EATG has more than 90 members in over 30 European 

countries. Our members are active in the following countries: 

Albania, Belgium, Belorussia, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, 

Germany, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 

Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America, Vietnam. 

60% of our members are people living with HIV and 40% are 

their supporters. One third of the members are women. 

 

The Development and Membership Working 

Group (DMWG)  

DMWG is the internal working group dealing with membership 

issues and internal working mechanisms.  

14 members from 10 countries joined our organization during 

the 2008 and 2009 GA. We started a process where we 

actively reach out to the East and underrepresented countries 

and communities by inviting people from Central and Eastern 

Europe to get involved in our activities. We have an active 

application process for new members coming from the East. 

 

The EATG is a voluntary organisation made up of more than 90 members representing different communities 

affected by HIV/AIDS from over 30 different European countries.  4ÈÅ %!4'ȭÓ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÇÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 

member states served by the World Health Organisation (WHO) Regional Office for Europe.  

The EATG members are involved in counseling, Patient Education publications and national and 

international policy work and have affiliations with 58 national HIV/AIDS organisations (and 

National CABs ) and are involved in 36 HIV/AIDS networks.  

http://www.eatg.org/eatg/links/Partners


 

31 

EATG as a European NGO 

 

The EATG, founded 

in 1992, is a NGO 

that defends the 

interests of people 

living with HIV/AIDS 

by focusing on 

treatment activism 

and treatment 

advocacy. It tries to influence changes in legislation that will 

contribute to the increased access to HIV treatment and care, 

and it monitors the process of development, testing and 

approving of HIV treatments, in respect to the needs and 

rights of the people living with HIV. In responding to HIV, the 

EATG also considers diseases frequently seen as co-infection in 

people with HIV, such as hepatitis and tuberculosis, as well as 

other health issues that increase the risk of HIV.  

As a European patient-led advocacy organisation, the EATG 

has been at the forefront of the development of the civil 

society response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Europe for many 

years. It represents and defends the treatment-related 

interests of people living with HIV and AIDS.  

In responding to HIV, the EATG also considers diseases 

frequently seen as co-infection in people with HIV, such as 

hepatitis and tuberculosis, as well as other health issues that 

increase the risk of HIV. As a European patient-led advocacy 

organisation the EATG has been at the forefront of the 

development of the civil society response to the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic in Europe for many years. It represents and defends 

the treatment-related interests of people living with HIV and 

AIDS. 

 

Mission 

¢ƘŜ 9!¢DΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ to achieve the fastest possible access to 

state of the art medical products, devices and diagnostic 

tests that prevent or treat HIV infection or improve the 

quality of life of people living with HIV, or who are at risk of 

HIV infection. 

 

 


