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PRESS RELEASE

Amsterdam, June 2009

AIDS Action Europe: 5 years of European
collaboration in response to the HIV epidemic

AIDS: because the global fight against HIV and AIDS is what unites our members
Action: because we want to move beyond networking into concrete actions
Europe: because we need to collaborate on a shared agenda in Europe

In March 2004, these were the words of Peter van Rooijen representing AIDS
Action Europe’s interim steering committee at the Open Forum on AIDS Action in
Europe. This event, which took place in Brussels, gathered some 100 NGOs who
witnessed the beginning of a new structure for Pan-European collaboration in the
response to HIV and AIDS: AIDS Action Europe. This year, we celebrate AIDS
Action Europe’s 5-year anniversary. The partnership grew to a network with over
230 member organisations in 44 European countries and stands stronger than ever.

Wojciech Tomczynski (Poland) was there when AIDS Action Europe was launched.
“l am one of the ‘dinosaurs’ as | have been living with the virus for 23 years. | am
perfectly well, thanks to medication, but also because | have been an activist since
‘93. As an activist | also wanted to be involved on a European level. My
organisation Siec Plus joined AIDS Action Europe because it is the only network
gathering such a diversity of NGOs. It is a perfect forum for cooperation and
discussion between organizations. As a European | felt proud in 2004 to access
such a Pan European Structure”.

AIDS Action Europe is not the first European structure for collaboration on AIDS. It
was preceded by the European Council of AIDS Service Organizations
(EuroCASO), which was the European Partner of the International Council of AIDS
Service Organizations (ICASO). At the International AIDS Conference 2002 in
Barcelona the first discussions for a new European initiative took place. This
resulted in the birth of AIDS Action Europe, which is how also the European
network of ICASO. Carolin Vierneisel: (Deutsche AIDS Hilfe, member of AIDS
Action Europe) “As we had already cooperated with EuroCASO back in the 80s
there was no doubt we would join in again when AIDS Action Europe was
established 5 years ago. For us it was and still is important to be a part of a
European network as it simplifies getting connected with other European actors and
thus being able to benefit from the mutual exchange of experiences”.
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Martine de Schutter (Netherlands) has been the coordinator of AIDS Action Europe
since its launch. “The 2004 Open Forum served as a platform to reach consensus
among the over 100 participants on the priority actions for the new network. Despite
the diversity in backgrounds and needs of the participants the meeting ended with
clear agreements on the way forward. We found common ground for working
together to halt the further spread of HIV and protect the human rights of people
with HIV”.

In the past 5 years AIDS Action Europe has worked on several projects and activities
to achieve its mission to unite civil society to work towards a more effective response
to the HIV epidemic in Europe. In 2008 the network successfully finalized the project
European Partners in Action on AIDS, which included a series of good practice
seminars and the development of the Pan European Clearinghouse on HIV
www.hivaidsclearinghouse.eu. “With the Clearinghouse, there is now a platform with
the power of connecting organizations working on similar topics”, says Chris
Lambrechts (Belgium) former chair of the AIDS Action Europe Steering Committee.
“Moreover, in a rather short period of time, AIDS Action Europe has given voice to the
needs of organizations working on HIV and AIDS all over Europe”. Chris’ Swiss
successor Harry Witzthum agrees with him. “AlIDS Action Europe has been very
successful in integrating the voices of NGOs into many advocacy initiatives, including
the EU Civil Society Forum on HIV and AIDS".

Human rights of people living with HIV has been and will continue to be an important
cornerstone in the work of AIDS Action Europe. “The ongoing economic crisis is
making life even more difficult for the most vulnerable among us. Our history has
taught us that our nations are capable of the worse when it comes to exclusion and
oppression of some populations, especially in times of economic uncertainty. We
must assertively focus on the needs and rights of the people most at risk and this
includes people living with HIV”, according to Arnaud Simon (from AIDS Action
Europe’s French member organisation AIDES).

In the coming 5 years the focus of AIDS Action Europe will continue on strengthening
NGOs to make an effective contribution to European HIV policies through advocacy
and public policy dialogue and on facilitating continuous exchange among NGOs on
good practices related to HIV. Together we work towards a more effective response!
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Note: To obtain more information on this press release you can contact
AIDS Action Europe, telephone +31-20-62 62 669



