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To:
» His Excellency Ing. Jan Fischer, Prime Ministethe Czech Republic,
» His Excellency PhDr Jan Kohout, Deputy Prime Miaistnd Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Czech Republic
» His Excellency Ing. Martin Pecina, Minister of Int& of the Czech Republic
» His Excellency Michael Kocab, Minister for HumangRis of the Czech Republic

Brussels, June 10, 2009

Excellencies,

The European AIDS Treatment Group, the pan-Europesopean patient-led advocacy
organisation for people with HIV, strongly condentihs introduction by your Government of a
visa entry requirement that would completely exelfdm entry to the Czech Republic people
from certain countries with HIV, tuberculosis anygkilis.

The European AIDS Treatment Group’s mission iscluieve the fastest possible access to state
of the art medical products, devices and diagnas$its that prevent or treat HIV infection or
improve the quality of life of people living withIM or who are at risk of HIV infection.

Last week, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the€th Republic, Mr. Jan Kohout, announced to
journalists that effective June 1, Czech visa ajaplis from Congo, Kenya, Moldova, Mongolia,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukeaand Vietnam are required to present health
certificates stating absence of tuberculosis, s$igpaind HIV infection.

We are shocked and appalled that the Czech Repuabhently holding the EU Presidency, has
introduced measures that have no precedent inulegpEan Union. The list of countries affected
by the new regulation is completely arbitrary, asgde with HIV live in every country on this
planet, including the European Union. Implementabbyour measures is not even possible, as
other Schengen Area countries do not have suchatemns.
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Experts in infectious diseases and public healtle maade it clear that HIV does not pose a
threat to public health in relation to travel andity because the virus cannot be transmitted
by the presence of an HIV-positive person or byiabsontact., ", "

As early as 1988, the Work Health Organisation (WWidtated that “since HIV infection is
already present in every region and in virtuallgmgvmajor city in the world, even total
exclusion of travellers (foreigners and citizerss/élling abroad) cannot prevent the introduction
and spread of HIV™' It also said “HIV screening of international trlees would be

ineffective, impractical and wasteful. Rather tlsareening international travellers, resources
must be applied to preventing HIV transmission agneach population, based on information

nV

and education, and with the support of health acthkservices”.

In the same year, the World Health Assembly urgeanider States “to protect the human rights
and dignity of HIV-infected people... and to avoidahiiminatory action against and
stigmatisation of them in the provision of servicesployment and travel.”

In 2008, the International Task Team on HRélated Travel Restrictions convened by UNAIDS
issued new recommendations in this respect:

1. The International Task Team on HR&lated Travel Restrictions urges all States with
HIV-specific restrictions on entry, stay and reside, in the form of laws, regulations,
and practices, including waivers, to review andteiminate them, and ensure that all
people living with HIV are no longer excluded, detal or deported on the basis of HIV
status.

2. The International Task Team on HRElated Travel Restrictions urges all States to
ensure the full protection of the human rights @dple living with HIV in the context of
mobility, under the international human rights feamork.

The International AIDS Society and the Global Ftmdéight Tuberculosis, Malaria and AIDS
have introduced policies not to hold any meetingaantries having policies restricting the entry
of HIV-positive people’, ™

In the past few years, countries such as El Salvanld India have repealed previously enforced
restrictions for entry and stay of people livingwHIV.

The Czech Republic and the city of Prague are sigrfbofreedom, human rights and liberty of
movement to the world. The next International Al€@hference is in Vienna in 2010; its
location in a neighbouring country may expose & regulations to media attention and
damage the reputation of your country.
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The European AIDS Treatment Group urges the Goventiwf the Czech Republic to repeal the
new measures with immediate effect. We will usegweecasion to oppose your policies, which
we perceive as ill directed, ineffective as a sggtto fight HIV and abusive towards HIV-
positive people.

Sincerely yours,

a%f,&uw‘l%

Anna Zakowicz, Chair

European AIDS Treatment Group

Cc:

- European Commission (Directorate-General for EveRelations, Directorate General for Health and
Consumers, HIV/AIDS Think Tank, Civil Society Foriyim

- Embassy of Congo Republic in Belgium

- Embassy of the Republic of Kenya in Belgium

- Embassy of Moldova in Belgium

- Embassy of Mongolia in Belgium

- Embassy of Nigeria in Belgium

- Embassy of Islamic Republic of Pakistan in Befgiu

- Embassy of Tajikistan in Belgium

- Embassy of Turkmenistan in Belgium

- Embassy of Ukraine in Belgium

- Embassy of Vietnam in Belgium

- World Health Organisation, Regional Office forrBpe, Copenhagen
- UNAIDS, Geneva

- Global Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (GRK)

- International AIDS Society, Geneva

- International Organisation for Migration, Geneva

- European AIDS Clinical Society

- Members of the European Parliament from the CRsaghublic
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